Biology is the school subject most related to health. Since good health is so vital to the quality of life, one would expect it to be an important part of the core of biology education, especially at the level of general education. Unfortunately this is not the case in Egypt.
Biology Education in Egypt
In primary schools there is a combined science course called "Science and Health". This deals with some aspects of health, for example, body systems, diseases, parasites, nutrition and so on. But the way these topics are taught amounts in most cases to preaching, and stresses memorization. Its effect on improving the health of youngsters is very limited.
At the lower secondary stage (grades 7-9) the General Science which is studied is not integrated in any way, but includes separate units of physics, chemistry and biology. There is a biology unit for every year of these 3 years.
At the upper secondary stage (grades 10-12) all students do a biology course of two hours a week in grade 10. In grades 11 and 12, science students will do a course of three hours a week, while arts students do no biology at all.
At the tertiary level, biology is offered in special colleges, such as scientific, agricultural, medical and teachers' colleges.
The Content of the Courses
Biology curricula in Egypt still emphasize a content of morphology and anatomy. An analysis of the content might suggest that there is much relevant to health, but it follows a strictly logical sequence with little application to real-life situations. The information within the logical
